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You may remember a popular television show from the late 1950s called, “The Real 
McCoys”, and if so, you’ll recall the character of (Grandpappy) Amos McCoy, played by 
one of the finest actors to ever step in front of a camera - Mr. Walter Brennan. Amos 
could be a little cantankerous at times, and he was even known to stretch the truth a 
little, but deep down, he was a caring, hard-working man who had a heart of gold, who 
loved God and loved his family. One of the great things about this show was that there 
was always a valuable lesson to be learned. 
  
In one episode, a member of the volunteer fire department showed up at the McCoy’s 
farm one day. Amos’ grandson, Luke, and their hired hand, Pepino, were listening to the 
man as he explained the importance of volunteering their services. When he drove 
away, Pepino and Luke decided they didn’t feel like participating and headed back to 
the house. Amos stopped them on the steps and asked them why they didn’t want to 
volunteer. Luke and Pepino had their reasons, but Amos told them he considered it to 
be an honor, so he hopped in the car and drove down to the fire department with the 
intention of signing up; after all, he did plenty of volunteering at the fire department 
when he lived in West Virginia, and thought he should do the same in California. 
  
Amos was really excited about the possibility of becoming a volunteer fireman. When he 
arrived at the firehouse, he rushed through the door, shook hands with the chief, and 
immediately started to put on the fireman’s hat that was hanging on a hook on the wall. 
His enthusiasm soon turned to disappointment, though, when the fire chief informed him 
he was too old to be a volunteer. When Amos got back home, Luke and Pepino told him 
they thought about what he had said and decided to take his advice. They had signed 
themselves up as volunteers; however, Amos never told them that he had been turned 
down because he was too ashamed and too embarrassed. 
  
Later that day, a barn in town caught on fire, but instead of staying behind, Amos 
decided to follow Luke and Pepino to the scene. When he got there, the fire chief 
scolded Amos and reminded him that he was way too old to be volunteering. As the 
younger guys tried to extinguish the fire, they discovered they had a problem: their fire 
hose had a kink in it and no water was passing through. The fire chief didn’t know what 
to do and neither did anyone else, so Amos decided to step in and assist. Thanks to his 
quick thinking and common-sense instructions, they eventually put out the fire with 
buckets of milk, since they had no water. The next day, fire chief returned to the 
McCoy’s farm; only this time, it was to shake Amos’ hand and invite him to become a 
part of the fire department after all. 
  
The world can make us feel we’re only valuable when we’re young, and it can make us 
feel we have nothing to offer once we get older, but that way of thinking couldn’t be 
further from God’s Truth. In the Bible, the Lord used people who were quite advanced in 
years in order to fulfill His great purposes - like Noah, Abraham & Sarah, and Moses, 
just to name a few. 



  
We are all valuable to Him, and He wants to use us at any age, as long as we’re 
available and willing to serve Him. 
  

“Even to your old age and gray hairs, I am He; I am He Who will sustain you. I 

have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.” - 

Isaiah 46 
 


